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IT is generally taken for granted nowadays by
fervent educationalists that the important thing
to encourage in boys is keenness in every de-
partment of school life. As a matter of fact, the
keenness which is as a rule most developed in
the public school product is keenness about
athletic exercises. In the intellectual region, a
boy is encouraged to do his duty, but there is
no question that a boy who manifested an intense
enthusiasm for his school work, who talked,
thought, dreamed of nothing but success in ex-
aminations, would be considered rather abnormal
and eccentric both by his instructors and his
schoolfellows, though he would not be thought
singular by any one if he did the same about
his athletic prospects. What one cannot help
wondering is whether this kind of enthusiasm is
valuable to the character under its influence,
whatever the subject of that enthusiasm may
he. The normal boy, who is enthusiastic about
athletics, tends to be cynical about intellectual
success; and indeed even eminent men are not
ashamed to encourage this by uttering, as a
Lord Chancellor lately did, good-humoured gibes
about the futility of dons and schoolmasters,
and the uselcssness of lectures* The other day a